
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
November 18, 2019 

 
Call to Order and Welcome: 7:29 pm by Erin Vogt and seconded by Lisa Highfield 
 
In Attendance: Erin Vogt, Lisa Highfield, Lynn Schmitt, Kela Rosario, Nneka Neysmith, 
Kasey Monaghan, Lisa McCrickard, Cristina Moyer, Heather Cox, Linwood Hudson, 
Robin Sanborn, Sarah Woolsey, Sarah Mathes, Seema Dalal, Yvonne Clark, Jennifer 
Jones, Stephanie Howard, Josiah Tlou, Litha Tlou,Tina Plotka, Chad Cox, Dr.Timothy 
Baynum 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Sarah Woolsey made a motion to approve the October minutes 
and Cristina Moyer seconded it. 
 
Student/Staff Reports: 
 

SCA No students were available at this time 
 

Administration (Dr. Timothy Baynum) – Dr. Baynum reported that the Bruin 
Block was going well. This allows students to have enrichment, tutorial time/one-on-one 
help if needed, or a study hall and time to blow off steam. He reminded the PTSO that 
some elements of a highly effective school is having an enrichment period and a hybrid 
schedule. It reduces anxiety and increases independence. BHS has the least amount of 
days that have enrichment periods. Most schools have it every day. He does expect at 
this time for it to stay 2 days. BHS is the last school to implement this in the county by 2 
years. Some parents brought up concerns: students in Drafting 2 class now have to put 
in time after school to get their work done and students in AP Bio and science classes 
with labs are finding they don’t have enough time to get work done because the class 
time has been cut. It bothered Dr. Baynum that students were going to have to work 
outside of class to get work done and said he would investigate that. The Bruin Block will 
change every quarter so there is equal opportunity for all students to try new things. Dr. 
Baynum welcomes feedback, good and bad. 

 
The Reading SOL for 11th graders will be the first week in December for 11th 

graders with 1st semester English. December 16th will be the last day of instruction. 
December 17-20th will be SOL tests only. Midterms will be during instruction time. A 
parent inquired if it was possible for needed classes to have class time during the SOL 
test week. 

 
There will be a My Stop app which will track the busses 
 
SOL English writing test – Starting with the ninth graders, the 11th grade Writing 

SOL will now be different. Every freshman is receiving a letter in the mail from the 



school. The testing will now be in 9th, 10th, and 11th grade English class and will focus on 
the writing process. English teachers will now be trained in evaluating these writing 
samples, so it will be a locally verified portfolio. Each student will have a number so the 
evaluator will not know who it is. 

 
Guidance (Chad Cox) –There will be on site application acceptances on 11/20 

for VT and Roanoke College. VT was kind enough to contact BHS last week and tell 
some of the students that would have been deferred to VT that if they change their 
major, there was a better chance they could be accepted early. 

 
New River Community College is now offering an associates degree at BHS in 

the computer science department. Jay Mathis will be offering an online DE course that 
could be a 5th block (CSC 110 computer information systems). The student just has to be 
eligible through NRCC. Over the summer, there will be another virtual class offered 
(CSC 200) that will be free. Course requests will begin in early to mid February. 

 
The guidance office will be offering some Bruin Blocks in the spring semester: 

scholarships, help writing college essays, understanding your PSATs 
 

Teacher  - No teacher was able to attend the meeting 
 
Board/Committee Reports 
 

Treasurer (Kela Rosario) – A debit card was approved and put in the bylaws. 
The bylaws say this: “A debit card attached to the checking  account will be assigned to 
the account and will be held by one of the three Executive Board members with 
signature power on the account as determined most appropriate. Receipts reflecting any 
debit card transaction will be submitted to the treasurer within 2 weeks of purchase for 
accounting purposes.” 

 Kela reminded us of the Shelor Raffle for a car and gave out the raffle tickets to 
sell 6 for $5. Money can be put in the PTSO mailbox in the office until December 15th. 
The raffle is on January 18th. 

 
Looking at the budget, $6.960.75 has been raised and $421.73 has been spent, 

along with about $200 for a pizza party tailgate for students requested by the 
administration. Kela made a motion to move $1500 from the general fund to the 
teacher’s wish list. Cristina Moyer approved and Heather Cox seconded it. 

 
Dr. Baynum went through the teachers wish list and after investigating with the 

teachers, he found out there is money from the county that could cover some of the 
items on the teachers wish list.  He thought there were 8 items the teachers wish list 
could cover: laser engraver, refrigerator (but there is a possibility that was already 
purchased), saucer chair, 3D printer, yellow roller cabinet, digital camera, custom shirts 
for the small engine and welding students, tent rental for grad fest. He was going to 
check to see if we could be reimbursed for the items we have already bought that the 
county could cover. 
 

Fundraising - Paw on the Wall – orders need to be in by this Friday because 
they get installed twice a year and it will need to be done soon. 

 



Fundraising – Belk (Lynn Schmitt) – made between $150-250 
 

Hospitality (Lynn Schmitt) –Had a teacher breakfast that went well. December 
will be a taco lunch.  
 

Website/Social Media  
 
Volunteers (Heather Cox) – There is a way to send a reminder to people who 

have signed up for things with a reminder of when the items need to be dropped off 
 

Events (Kasey Monaghan) – Lynn Schmitt attended the CHS/BHS volleyball 
game and manned the PTSO table. Kasey will do the same at the choir show in 
December and have raffle tickets available. 
 
Continuing Business 
 

Teacher wish list –See above under the Treasurer report 
 

After Prom – The survey results from the parents are online and anyone can see 
the responses. Most parents are in favor. Erin found out at the meeting with Dr. Miear 
that CHS does not have an after prom. The PTSO sponsors a senior day celebration. 
There is a concern that it is a liability nightmare if something were to happen. Erin 
recommended that we meet with Jeri and Michelle and tell them we will donate $1000 to 
the After prom. Any parents that really want it to happen will need to step in and help put 
it on. 

 
Other Business: “The Other Room” PCHS play – Erin quickly shared that a 

teacher in Pulaski county has 2 daughters that go to BHS. Their school did a play about 
a kid with autism and it has a huge success. She was suggesting that we do it at BHS. It 
is short and could fit into a block. Erin will contact Ms. Mayer and has not heard back. 
 
 Erin attended the Parent President’s Meeting with Dr. Miear: 
 
 The county is going to roll out a bus app (My Stop app). If someone wants to be  

a part of the pilot program, email Erin 
 Turf field to completed by 3/1/20 but maybe as early as January 
 There will be a canopy installed over the BHS front door over Christmas break 
 The Strategic Planning Committee has met and 5 action teams were created:  

Learning environment, instruction, mental health, poverty, equality 
 Heather Turman from the School board office reported that Montgomery Central  

has 18 teachers with 40 students and there is no PTSO for them. Heather 
is requesting that different schools’ PTSO would take a month and 
provide food/hospitality for them 

 Bruin Block was supposed to be implemented two years ago, asked for patience,  
other schools have implemented the change without major upsets 

  
Next meeting: There was a conflict of available times for different board members so it 
will be decided soon and announced. We will be skipping December and will begin again 
in January 
 
Adjournment: 8:43 pm 


